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Vescoe Tops 300mph 


California speed merchant Don Vescoe became the first man to break the 300 mph 
barrier on a motor cycle at the Bonnevile Salt Flats, Utah, on September 28 and at the same 
time settled once and for all his claim to the World motar cycle speed record. Vescoe 


recorded a two-way average of 302.928 mph on his double-engined Yamaha TZ 750, despite 
wind gusts across the strip and a bumpy section of track which prompted him to remark that 
“it was like a moto cross at the beginning’. He made two runs within an hour, as required 
by FIM regulations, to set the new world record but later made a third run to give him a 
higher average of 303.812 mph for a US record. American regulations allow two hours for 
record attempts, During one of the three runs, Vescoe was timed at a peak of 307.692 mph. 


Road Race 
Championship 

Calendar 

Finalised 


The New Zealand road race championship calendar for 
1975/76 has been finalised, with several changes being 
incorporated in the schedule previously proposed by the 
NZACU. 

The first championship 
meeting will now be at 
Teretonga, Southland, on 
November 15, followed by 
the Porirua GP on Novemb- 
er'23. Wanganui on Decemb- 
er 26 and Gracefield on 
December 28 are the only 
Marlboro Series meetings on 


reverse situation, with points 
in the solo racing classes but 
not production or sidecars. 
The Boxing Day Wang- 
anui meeting, as earlier 
reported in NZMCN, will 
not be holding production 
or 125cc races so naturally 
there won't be points for 


the championship calendar. 

After Gracefield, the 
championship returns to the 
South Island for the combin- 
ed car/motor cycle meeting 
at Teretonga on January 
25 and a week laterat 
Levels, Timaru, The next 
round is at Pukekohe on 
March 13, then it’s Manfeild 
on March 20 and the final 
round will be Ruapuna on 
April 17. 

The ACU had hoped that 
each round would incorpor- 
ate championships in all 
classes but this is now not 
the case. The opening 
meeting at Teretonga will 
carry points for the two 

‘production classes (up to 
,410cc and 410-1050cc) and 
sidecars only. It will not 
carry points in the solo 
racing classes. However, the 
January 25 meeting at 
Teretonga will have the 


these classes at Wanganui. 
All other classes will carry 
championship points. 

The South Canterbury 
club’s meeting at Timaru on 
January 31 will cater for all 
classes except the product- 
ion classes. All the remain- 
ing meetings on the 
championship calendar will 
carry points for all classes. 

Points will be awarded on 
a 9,7,6,5,4,3,2,1, basis and 
competitors’ worst perfor- 
mances will not be included 
in their totals. 

Organising clubs have been 
instructed that entry forms 
should specify which races 
on their programmes are 
‘points’ races to avoid any 
possible confusion, and that 
the printed programmes also 
do this. 


Auckland production ace Graeme Crosby hangs off the side of his Kawasaki Z! 900 on his way to victory in the Castrol One 
Hour production event at Pukekohe recently. Crosby must be considered one of the favourites to take the Castrol Six Hour 
production machine race at Manfeild on November 2, but be will be facing some stiff opposition, including last year’s win ~ 
ner, Ginger Molloy. A report of the Pukekohe meeting is on pages 6 and 7 of this issue. 


Schedule 


The New Zealand itinerary of touring World 125cc moto 
cross champion Gaston Rahier and the Suzuki moto. cross 
party has been extended to include racing appearances at 
Auckland and Christchurch as well as Wellington. In addit- 
ion, Rahier will be holding tuition days at each of the three 
main centres. 

The six-man party, which 4” 
will include Rahier, Japanese 
Suzuki rider Masanori Ozeki, 
team manager Mitsui Itoh 
and three other members, 
will arrive in Auckland on 
Wednesday, 26 November. 
On Thursday, November 27 
Rahier will offer moto cross 
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Cover: Our cover shot this 
issue shows NZ Junior TT 
winner, Martin Baylis in action 
at Pukekohe, Photo by Martin 
Stewart. 


tuition in Auckland, for 
which a fee is likely to be 
charged. At this stage it is 
not known how the tuition 
period will be organised or 
how much will be charged. 
This is likely to differ from 
area to area but details will 
be given in NZMCN as soon 
as they are available. 

Friday, November 28 will 
be spent preparing Rahier’s 
and Ozeki’s machines and 
giving press and tv inter- 
views, 

The following day, Elect- 
ion Day, the Onehunga 
United club stages a moto 
cross in which the Suzuki 
team will participate. The 
same evening the party 
departs by road for Taupo 
and early on Sunday morn- 
ing they drive to Wellington 
for the Suzuki 1000 moto 
cross the same day. 

On Monday, December Ist . 
Rahier conducts a tuition 
day in Wellington while the 
party’s machines are trans- 
ported to Christchurch, 
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Rahier On Tight N.Z 


TWILIGHT MEETING 

A special ‘twilight’ meet- 
ing will be staged in Christ- 
church on the evening of 
December 3, daylight 
saving time offering ample 
opportunity to do so, Rah- 
ier winds up his New Zealand 
tour by giving tuition in 
Christchurch on Thursday, 
December 4 while the 
special factory machines are 
air freighted back to 
Australia. The party flies 
out of Christchurch on Frid- 


, ay December 5. 


Ozeki, aged 20, is one of 
Japan’s most promising 
moto cross riders and is an 
instructor at Suzuki's moto 
cross technical school. 
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SOUL) OFF 


Rothmans have dropped their Pall Mall sponsorship of the 
national moto cross championships with the result that 'indiv- 
idual clubs are responsible for finding sponsorship for their 
own championship rounds. 

In principle this is a bad thing for the sport but when you 
analyse it thoroughly it could lead to even better things. 
That Rothmans should withdraw their sponsorship indicates 
dissatisfaction in the feedback they were getting - mostly in 
the form of media coverage (or lack of it) but also, | suspect, 
resulting from the lack of enthusiasm on the part of those 
they were helping. 

Quite honestly, I’m not surprised Rothmans withdrew. 
But it could be a blessing in disguise. This year’s champion- 
ships carry guaranteed prize money of $5600, which is 
$600 more than last year. But that monev is spread over 
more meetings and over and additional class - the 125ccgrade. 
Basically, individual meetings will carry reduced prize money 
in all grades. However, whereas last year’s rounds carried 
set prize money, some, if not all, of this year’s rounds will be 
receiving supplementary sponsorship. 

Smaller, local companies and businesses may be encouraged 
to sponsor their local zone meeting, thus supplementing the 
basic amount. Larger concerns may well be found for island 
semi finals and the final in Hamilton, sothat the series could 
turn out to be richer than ever before. This, of course, 
depends on the organising clubs finding sponsors. 

If extra prize money does become available it’s obvious 
where it should go. Fora rider to win $20 as the winner of 
a 126cc B-grade round is not too bad, but for the top A-grad: 
er to take home the same amount is absolutely ridiculous. 

As far as I'm concerned, as a spectator, the A-grade is what 
it’s all about. Under the present system of A,B,C, and 125cc 
grades, it is the A-grade experts who are battling it out for 
the national championship and they deserve to be taking 
home a greater proportion of loot. 2 

That isn’t to say the lower grades should be robbed to pay 
the experts. When only a small amount of money is available 
to be spread around, as is the case with the basic champion- 
ship prize money, it is reasonable to spread itequitably over 
all classes. But if more money is injected it is equally reason- 
able to encourage top riders and put the dough where it will 
do the sponsor most good. 


EDITOR. 


NZ Ultra Lightweight TT at Napier club’s road races, Onekawa; first day of 
Raglan club‘s two-day enduro; Gisborne club's beach races at Makorori; 
Onehunga United club’s trial at Helensville; Taumarunui club‘s combined 
road hill climb. i 

Findl round national trials champsat Te Mata Peak, Havelock North (Hawkes 
Bay club); Southland club’s Switzer’s Goldrush enduro at Waikaia; Wanganui 


club's Gold Star mx; NZ 500ce Min TT (Otago club); second day Raglan two- 
day enduro; Wahakatane club's trial; Pioneer club's trial; Taumarunul club's 
combined %-mile speed trials. 

Wanganui club's short circuit grass track. 


NOVEMBER 


1 
2 


NZ 125cc and North Island 750cc beach champs at Kariotahi (Papakura club), 
Castrol Six hour production race at Manfeild (Manawatu club); Rotorua club's 
mx at Horo Horo; Pioneer club's Scott trial; H.B. club‘s tridl, 


PROFESSIONAL 
PROMOTION 

Sir, 4 
The'collapse of the Ixion 
Winter Motorcross series and 
the withdrawal of Pall Mall 
Sponsorship from the NZ 
Championship series can 
only point to one thing — 
poor promotion. |’m not 
getting at the few members 
of clubs who seem to do all 
the work, but all the 
enthusiasm and good intent- 
ions in the world can not 
make up for professional 
approach to promotion. 
Take, for instance, motor- 
racing, which has a full time 
body (NZ Grand Prix Assoc.) 
promoting national and 
intoernational series in NZ, 
and other individual promot- 
ors in this field (eg Rob 
Lester Promotions — 
Manfeild) who get a fairly 
good news media coverage 
of even the smaller events. 
The general public and news 
media can no longer be 
wooed by present day 
-amateur standards of 

motor cycle promotion. 
The total absence of 
expenditure on advertising 
and promotion in one of 
the biggest clubs in NZ’s 
annual balance sheet 
reflects the attitude of 

every club and indeed even 
the NZACU in that they do 
not wish or want to follow 
a commonly known 
business principallyou must 
spend money to make 
money. The age of the 
professional promotors is 
very near and the sooner 

the sport of motor 

cycling spends a little in 
that direction the better 

the sport will be for it. 
Tony Williams, 

Feilding: 


SUGGESTIONS 

Sir, 

Enclosed money for yearly 
subscription. 

lenjoy your mag and think 
it is very informative. | 
would like to hear more of 
local moto cross meetings 
and would like to find out 
when Moss Smith and Ivan 
Miller are due back from 


Managing Editor: David Hal! 
Editor: Bob Northrop 

Art Director: Peter Bonner 
Artist: Kevin Shaw 

Editorial Advisor: Rod Dew 
Advertising Manager: Tony Pilalis 
Business Manager: Ross Quaid 
Contributors: Roger Kirby, 
David Pardon (Auckland); Roy 
Long (Hamilton); Craig Bates 
(Taranaki); Peter Brittenden, 
Roger Moroney (Hawkes Bay); 
Bob Stevenson, Andrew Buchan- 
an, Martin Stewart (Wellington); 
Brian Hopping, Paul Harrington 
(Christchurch); Mike Esdaile 
(Dunedin). 


Offices: 
Wellington: 44 Webb Street. 
P.O. Box 883, 


NEW PHONE 
NO. 850-538 


Auckland: 502-787 ~ 


MOTORCYCLE NEWS is pub- * 
lished by Fourman Holdings Ltd, 
Reg Office: 209 Jacksgn Strest, 
Petone: P.O. Box 38-164, Petone, 


a 


overseas. | also would like 
to see a couple of good 
motor bike cartoons in the 
mag each fortnight. 

G.J. Aston 

Rotorua. 


Thanks for your suggestions - 
and your sub, Ivan Miller 
arrived in Australia early in Oct- 
ober and is due to arrive in New 
Zealand any time in late October, 
we believe. Moss Smith was at 
the time of writing, in Hawaii, 
soaking up some sun, and he, too 
should be in New Zealand by the 


end of October. We hear that 
both Miller and Smith could be 
riding Yamaha's this season 
although this has yet to be con. 
firmed. 

EDITOR. 


POINT TAKEN 


Sir, 

| feel | must complain about 
one aspect of your other- 
wise fine publication. | refer 
to your ‘Point Taken’ 
coloumns. Some of the 
letters you print are pure 
drivel so why do you print 
them? Do you print eve; 
letter which is sent to your. 
P.Fern 

Lower Hutt 


Not every letter - just the ones 
needed to fill the space. Of 
course, the real interesting ones 
always get printed. Like yours, 
EDITOR. 


Allarticles and photographs published 
in New Zealand Motor Cycle News 
a puictly gopyaa. and may not 

rej without writter p 
mission from the Editor. 
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SUZUKI 


Phone 
496-856 
496-897 TAKAPUNA 
486-566 BIRKENHEAD 


L.M.V.D. 


CLASS OF ITS OWN 


$2175 CASH 
$1320 DEP 
$20 WKLY 


TEST BIKE SUPPLIED BY 


CHRISTCHURCH, 
PHONE: 30066 


85 MOORHOUSE 
AVENUE L. MVD 


YAMAHA 


320 LAKE ROAD, TAKAPUNA 
202 HINEMOA ST, BIRKENHEAD AFTER HOURS 


495-739 
47-86-282 


the SUZUKI experts <> 


7-11 KINGS CRES. LOWER HUTT PHONE 660-599 
——— 
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BROKEN 
STOPS B 
om OOT 


An engine seizure during the first leg destroyed any chance 
that talented young international road racer John Boote had 
of winning the rich American Ontario Classic in California, 


Boote’s problems began 
even before the start flag 
fell for the event. The 
previous weekend, Boote 
raced well at a local meet- 


JOHN BOOTE 


Christchurch pho 


third behind Steve Baker and 


STUD 
E 


ing at Ontario to finish 


Gary Nixon. But on the 

grid for the big race he dis- 
covered that his rear brake 
was sticking, then, after a 
few laps, his front disc 
Started to give trouble and he 
lost 10 laps while he was 
stopped in the pits for 
repairs. 

_ However, he refused to 
give up and he rejoined the 
race. Riding right on the 
limit Boote Narrowly avoid- 
ed a serious crash when his 
TZ 750 Yamaha went into 
a frightening 170 mph 
slide on the banked speed- 
bowl. Then an engine stud 
broke, the cooling liquid 
escaped and the engine 
seized. Repairs were unable 
to be made in time for the 
start of the second leg. The 
race was eventually won by 
leading American road racer 
Kenny Roberts (TZ 750 
Yamaha). 

Boote is expected back in 
Christchurch on October 22. 


Roger De Coster 
be exact 


De Coster Repl 


Suzuki 400 replicas available in New Zealand? Well, they may not 
replicas of the four-times world moto cross champion’s bike, but Percy Cole 


ry 


ica M400 


man and Co. Ltd, the Wanganui-based Suzuki importers can offer you a machine which is 


Pretty close to it. 
Coleman’s have obtained fa 
modifications which feature o 


ctory drawings of the special frame and suspension _ 
n DeCoster’s Suzuki 400 and are now making up replicas, 


based on existing stocks of TM 400L models. 


The swingarmis lengthened 
the RM 125 layout, is made u 
increasing rear wheel moveme 


2 inches and a triangulated rear sub frame, very similar to 
p. The latest Koni forward-mount shock absorbers are fitted 
nt to about 7% inches. Alternatively, the Suzuki shocks can 


be employed for slightly more movement. i d 
The seat and air cleaner box are also modified and the front forks receive.an extra inch 


of movement, taking it to abo 

The cost of the modificatio: 
costs $1625. Then if you're r 
up to RN specifications. 


ut 8 inches, : 
ns works out at $325, so that a new TM 400L with the set up 
eally serious you can specify engine mods to take the motor 


rapher Paul Harrington was on hand at a 


recent Tai Tapu club’s moto cross to capture these action 


shots, 


__TAVTAPU MX PICTORIAL 


New MX Championship — 


System 


A restructured New Zealand Moto Cross Championship 


ORGANISING CLUBS AND DATES 


L 


series, with no overall sponsor and a revamped qualifying f) 
system, will be in operation this season, starting with the NOVEMBER 9th, 1975: 
first zone meetings on November 9. ZONE 1; VINCENT. 
With the loss of sponsor- _ finals will be worth at least 
ship from Pall Mall, the $500 and the final carries at ZONE 2: MARLBOROUGH. 
organisers of individual least $850, f, ZONE 3: IXION. 
championship events will More important than the f 
be looking to find local amount of prize money, ZONE 4: THAMES VALLEY. 
sponsorship. “ however, is the reorganisat- ZONE 5: WHANGAREI. 
However, even without ion of the Ebempionsn irs 
national sponsorship, at This year, as previously ; 
least $5600 in prize reported there are five NOVEMBER 23rd, 1975: 
money will be available zones. Each zone will stage ZONE 1: OTAGO. 
throughout the champion- three qualifying meetings to 5 
ships. determine the entries for ZONE 2: KAIAPOI. 
Zone meetings ineach of _ the North and South Island ZONE 3: NORTH TARANAKI. 
the five zones will offer a semi finals. Zone meetings f 
minimum of $250 prize will be held on the same ZONE 4: NORTH KING COUNTRY. 
money, spread evenly over day throughout the country ZONE 5: NORTH WAIROA. 


five classes. The two semi 


and no permits have been 


DECEMBER 7th, 1975: 


ZONE 1: 
ZONE 2: 
ZONE 3: 
ZONE 4: 
ZONE 5: 


JANUARY 18th, 1976: 
SEMI-FINAL (Nth. Is.) Manawatu Orion. 


JANUARY 25th, 1976: 
SEMI-FINAL (Sth. Is.) New Brighton. 


MARCH 14th, 1976: 
FINAL MEETING, Hamilton. 


SOUTH CANTERBURY. 
CORSAIR. 

NAPIER. 

TAUPO. 

ONEHUNGA UNITED, 
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Official Use 


NEW ZEALAND AUTO CYCLE UNION (Inc.) 


RIDER or ENTRANT: (Full Name) 


POSTAL ADDRESS: 


CLUB: 


O 


Make of Motor Cycle: 
N.Z.AC.U. Racing Number 


2 Semi-Finals 


NEW ZEALAND MOTO CROSS CHAMPIONSHIP 


15 Zone Meetings Final Meeting 


N.Z.AC.U. Reg. No. 


c.c. Capacity 


Ist or 2nd Year Rider: Yes/No (125c.c. only). 


PLACE TICK ( ¥) IN SQUARE THAT IS APPLICABLE 
ZONE 4 


ZONE 2 


O 


ZONE 3 


O 


O 


O 


"A GRADE 


O] 


“BY GRADE 


O 


“C" GRADE 


O 


125cc CLASS (A) 


O 


125cc CLASS (B) 


O 


REGISTRATION ENTRY FEE OF $2 ENCLOSED. RETURN YOUR ENTRY TO: 
W. L. PAYNE, N.Z.A.C.U. CO-ORDINATOR, RAPANUI, R.D. 4, WANGANUI. 


DECLARATION TO BE COMPLETED BY THE ENTRANT: 


| agree that all particulars entered on this form, so far as they concern myself as Entrant, are 
correct and in consideration of the acceptance of this my entry, | agree to abide by the decisions 
and Rules of the N.ZA.CU. and the promoting Clubs, and | agree that | compete entirely at my 
own risk. | agree to indemnify the N.Z.A.C.U, the promoting Clubs and all of their Officials, Rep- 
resentatives, or Agents against any or all claims, costs, expenses, actions and demands which may 
arise out of or in connection with my practising or racing in the N.Z. Moto Cross Championship 


Signature of Entrants: 
or Guardian if under 20 years of age. 


THIS IS YOUR NEW ZEALAND MOTO CROSS 
CHAMPIONSHIP ENTRY FORM 


Tear off along dotted line and return. 
CLOSING DATE FOR ENTRIES 


ORT ISAO! OCTOBER 27th, 1975. 


Late Entries Will Not Be Accepted. 
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issued to hold other moto. 
crosses on these days so that 
there will be no possibility of 
riders competing elsewhere 
on the same day. 

Entry fees will total 
$4.00 - two of which is 
paid to the NZACU and two 
of which is payable to the 
organising club on the day of 
the meeting. By forwarding 
$2.00 to the series co-ordin- 
ator, Len Payne of Wangan- 
ui, with the completed 
entry form (see below) 
riders will be forwarded an 
acceptance form, directions 
to the circuit and a score 
card. Entries for the first 
zone meetings on November 
9 must be in by October 27 _ 
and no late entries will be 
accepted. 

The score card will be 
necessary because of the 
three-tier system of qualify- 
ing that has been devised for 
this year. Points will be 
entered on competitors’ 
score cards at the end of 
each meeting by the attend- 
ing NZACU official. 

To qualify for the semi 
final, competitors must 
score at least 21 points over 
the three qualifying meet- 
ings. A bonus of two points 
will be awared to those who 
attend all three meetings. 
Points are awarded on the 
20-1 system - ie. 20 points 
for a win down to one point 
for 20th overall on the day. 
Points will be totalled over 
the three races to determine 
the day's top 20 riders in 
each grade. Prize money 
(basically $20 for first down 
to $5 for fourth) will also 
be awarded in this way. 

Asa means of breaking 
down the huge fields which 
are now contesting the 125 
ce class, the 125¢c champion- 
ships have been split into 
Aand B grades, Only riders 
in their first or second 
year of competition are 
eligible for the 125c¢c B grade. 

The first eight place-getters 
in last season's national 
B-grade finals will be requir- 
ed to compete in A grade 
this season and all last 
season's C-graders who 
qualified for the final must 
register as B-grade. 

It is likely that the racing 
numbers of some competit- 
Ors who qualify for the semi 
finals and finals will have to 
be changed, due to thezon@ 
system of allocating numbers 
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VIRGIN 


They called it the “Virgin Swamps Enduro” and if ever an 
event lived up its ominous connotations it was this one. 


Auckland’s North Shore 
club changed their venue 
from the more usual Wood- 
hill Forest to virgin territory 
in the Riverhead Forest for 
their September 28 event 
and it certainly turned out to 
be one to separate the exper- 
ts from the novices. 

In fact conditions were 
somewhat more difficult 
than even the organisers 
expected, with the result 
that only one complete 
four-man team finished. Of 
the 60 entries there were 
18 medalists. 

Competitors were 
originally required to com- 
plete three laps of a 50km 
circuit but after the first 
lap the organisers cut it 
down to two laps and 
chopped one section out 
altogether. The course 
itself was basically a loop 
of forest roads with excur- 
sions into the forest via 
incredibly gooey clay tracks. 
Of course, swamps and 
river crossings added further 
intrest, especially after the 
rain of the previous night. 

<!n many places, tree 
roots criss-crossed the 
track and proved costly to 
the unwary. 

One particularly nasty 
Swamp section was riddled 
with such traps. If the 
front Wheel wasn’t caught, 
the back one was. There 
were several other sections 


and Evan Lamberton on a 
Husqvarna 400. J. Gibson 
Made mincemeat of the 
schedule by arriving 24 
minutes early on the first 
lap but he didn’t complete 
the second. : 

Van Leer stayed in front 
despite a misfire at high revs 
which plagued his engine, 
Lamberton, too, remained 
on gold along with B. Har- 
rison and A. Jack, both of 
whom rode Honda XL 
250's. But Thompson lost 
his chances of a gold when 
he lost his saddle and 
front mudguard. He finish- 
ed with a bronze, 60 
minutes late and standing on 
the pegs but still grinning. 

The enduro certainly 
made the competitors work 
hard but those who finished 
were full of praise for the 
event and thought there 
should be more like it. For 
the less experienced it may 
have been something of a 
nightmare but it would 
certainly have taught them 
something about off-road 
riding. 

| would like to thank the 
organisers for their help. 
Thanks lads. 


RESULTS: 

Gold Medals: J. Van Leer, Honda 
350; B. Harrison, Honda 250; 

E. Lamberton, Husqvarna 400. 
Silver Medals: R. Millard, Yamaha 
250; G. Alexander, Suzuki 400; 


B. Jackson, Honda 125; D. Vinsen, 


Which proved unrideable fo ~~~ Honda175;"'R: Long, Yamaha 


many competitors, necessit- 
ating plenty of heave-ho. 
Riders started in groups of 
three at one minute intervals... 
On completion of the first 
lap, Joe Van Leer, who 
rides a very special Honda 
~ XL 350/CR 250-framed 
bike, had a clean sheet 
through the six check points. 
Also in the reckoning were 
Phil Thompson on a TY 
250A Yamaha trials bike 
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175; J. Shaw, Suzuki 250; 

K, Sargent, CZ 175. 

Bronze Medals: G. Caulfield 
Honda 250; J. Cross, Suzuki 
250; P. Thompson, Yamaha 250; 
P. Dunn, Honda 145; R. Coulson, 
Suzuki 400; R. Rodgers, Yamaha 
360; A. Clarke, Honda 175, 
Winning Team: Auckland 

MCC No. 1 (B. Jackson, K. Sar- 
gent, D. Vinsen, R. Coulson). 


Below: Bob Jackson, on the 
smallest bike to win an award 
(Honda SL 125) 
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Report and Photos by 
ROGER KIRBY 


@ member of the winning Auckland team and NZMCN 
correspondent, exits a river crossing on his Honda XL175. 


Above; Dave Vinsen, 


SWVANPSIENOURG 


Below: Wellington's Phil Thompson, 
Power full on as he foots his way up 
@ steep climb on his Yamaha TY 250. 
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The Auckland Motorcycle Club’s Castrol-sponsored meet- 
ing at Pukekohe in late September has traditionally marked 
the start of New Zealand's road-race season. If the perform- 
ances seen at this year’s event are any indication, the coming 
season will see close, exciting racing, lap records shattered, 
and a Marlboro series in which once again local riders will 
be really competitive against the overseas visitors. 


This year the weather 
was exceptionally kind for 
the event. Approximately 
130 riders, including most 
of the leading. men in the 
country, entered for the 
day's events. Unfortunately 
this year's spectator 
attendance was slightly 
down, but the crowd was 
treated to the spectacle of 
consistent hard racing in 
all classes, especially in 
the four feature events: 
Castrol Classic for open 
racing machines; Geoff 
Perry Memorial Trophy (500 
cc racing class); N.Z. 29th 
350cc Tourist Trophy and 
the One Hour Production 
TT. 


The lap record for the 
1.75 mile circuit, previously 
held by John Boote (1 min 
09.2 sec) on his Yamaha 
TZ700, was lowered by 
Cambridge's Trevor 
Discombe by 0.8 sec to 1 
min 08.4 sec in the first 
race, ona similar machine. 
This new record was lower- 
ed still further twice more 
on the day by John 
Woodley, riding Len Perry's 
Suzuki 750 in the “Castrol 
Classic” event. His fastest 
lap times were 1 min 08.1 
sec then 1 min 07.4 sec — 
almost two seconds 
quicker than the previous 
record. 


Practice performances 
and times gave some idea 
of the quality of racing 
which was to be seen. But 
the first race, an Open 
Racing class event, set the 
pattern for the day. 


No fewer than seven 
Yamaha 1Z700's were 
wheeled out to the start- 
line, with riders Trevor Dis- 
combe, Ken Fletcher and 
Bob Haldane (Auckland) 
and South Islanders Gary 
Boote, Stu Avant, Dennis 
Ireland and Paul McLachlan 
Ginger Molloy (Kawasaki 
H2R 750) and John 
Woodley on the Suzuki 750 
added spice to the front 
positions on the grid. A 
group of the country's top 
350 riders, all on Yamaha 
TZ’s lined up behind the 


“big-guns”. This was 
probably the finest field yet 
seen waiting for the 


starters flag at a National 
Title meeting in Auckland. 

Dennis Ireland led the 
rest of the field into the 
Rothman's right-hander 
from the start but he was 
soon pulled back and over- 
taken by Molloy, Fletcher 
and Discombe. Molloy's 
Kawasaki Seemed. to out- 
accelerate the Yamahas 
leaving Castrol at the start 
of the long back straight 
but the TZ’s had it in top 
speed. At the end of the 
first lap, only inches sep- 
arated Discombe, Molloy 
and Fletcher, with a gap 
back to Ireland, then the 
other. 700's, followed by 
North, Baylis and Vinsen 
the first of the smaller fry. 

Woodley, Boote and 
Ireland retired; Fletcher 
got past the other two at 
Champion on lap five and 
kept the pressure on, and 
Molloy dropped back 


6 


slightly. Discombe broke 
the lap record trying to pull 
Fletcher back. At the finish 
however, it was Fletcher, 
Discombe, Molloy, follow- 
ed by Avant, Haldane and 
McLachlan with Baylis and 
Vinsen the first of the 
350's. 

Race two was a qualify- 
ing event for the 400 class 
of the one hour production 
TT and saw spirited dicing 
between Shane Laurent 
(Rotorua), Mutray — Hill 
(Tauranga) and Peter 
Nicoll (Auckland), all on 
Yamaha RD 3650's and 
constantly swapping 
places for the lead, until 
Nicholl withdrew with 
electrical failure. Dean 
Beatson andEric Bone both 
of Auckland and 
Kawasaki's S2 machines 
featured closely behind the 
leading three riders 
throughout the race, 
although third place was 
snatched by Malcolm 
Brown, on a Yamaha. All 
finishers qualified for the 
one hour event; 
qualified as a “hard luck” 
invited rider. 

The third race was the 


newly Introduced “Geoff 
Perry Memorial Trophy” for 
up to 500cc_ racing 


machines — the first of the 
four feature races’ on the 
day. Graeme Crosby, on 
Bob Haldanes TZ 350, 
started best but Woodley 
on his Suzuki TR500 took 
him around Champion 
curve, poured ‘on the 
pressure and started to 
open up a lead that he 
would hold and increase for 
the entire eight lap race. 
Baylis, Vinsen, Knight, 
Aiken, Boote and Crosby 
fought it out for the minor 
placings but at the finish 
the first four were well 
strung out, with Woodley 
winning comfortably from 


a 


national 250ce champion Gary Boote leads the field ahead of Peter Li 
of the NZ Junior TT. However, by the third lap Martin Baylis had taken the Ieclena 


on- 


Nicoll _; 


Baylis, Vinsen and Knight” 


in that order. An.impressive 
ride from Woodley. Geoff's 
widow Jan, presented the 
handsome trophy on behalf 
of the Perry family. 

Race four was the 
second qualifier for the one 
hour, this time for over 400 
cc machines. Once again 
the results of this race gave 
an accurate preview of the 
eventual finishing order of 
the main event. Graeme 


BY DAVID VINSEN. 


Crosby on a Kawasaki Z1 
900 led Glen Williams, 
Rodger Freeth, Terry 
Turner and Alan Collison 


all on Kawasaki H2 750's. ° 


All finishers qualified for 
the “One Hour". 

The fifth event was the 
“Junior” — the 29th annual 
N.Z. 350 Tourist Trophy. 
An impressive field, most 
Yamaha-mounted, lined 
the grid for the start. Boote 
led Leahy, Baylis, Mike 


Photos MARTIN STEWART 


Vinsen and Paul Knight 
from the flag but Baylis had 
taken the lead by the end of 
the third lap. He was never 
challenged from that point. 
Vinsen moved up to third 
behind Boote then took 
second place and main- 
tained that position to the 
finish. The -leading three 
riders started to lap the tall- 
enders after only five laps 
— the slower traffic served 
to string. the field out a 


'y (134), Martin Baylis, Paul Knight and Mike Vinson during the ‘stages 
he held it to the flag. All are mounted on Yamaha TZ 350" a 


le 


jittle, but the first five 
remained 


Is 
Baynaton but now living 
jn Auckland. The order of 
finishing was Baylis, 
Vinsen, Boote, Knight, 
Leahy, Crosby. At least the 
first nine finishers were 
Yamaha TZ mounted. 

Race six was notable for 
the second of what were to 
be three four-stroke wins 


‘on the day (the other two 


belng Crosby's production 


} } 
class wins). Noel 
Macdonald rode the Gary, 
Frear prepared racing 


Honda 836 to a comfort- 
able victory in this B-Grade 


open race. 

The ‘Castrol Classic” 
‘brought a repeat of the 
exciting close racing seen 
in the first open racing 
class event, and a second 
Impressive win for 
Woodley. Woodley (Blen- 
helm) had hit the lead by 
lap five of the 10 lap event 
although he was so closely 
pursued by Discombe and 
Fletcher that the new lap 
fecord, set earller In the 
day, was lowered twice on 
two successive laps. Once 
again the racing was hard, 
close and exciting with 
continued place-swapping. 
A number of riders pulled 
out during the event Includ- 
Ing Paul McLachlan, who 
moto-crossed his 700 
coming Into Dunlop and 
scared everyone including 
himself. A -thrilling race, 
and a great preview for the 
Marlboro Series. 

For the One Hour 
Production TT a Le Mans 
start ‘was arranged. The 


fifty qualifiers from the two 
earlier production races 
were arranged in_ their 
Classes, with grid positions 
being determined by finish- 
Ing order in the qualifying 
event. The over 400 class 
was flagged away first with 
Crosby and Glen Williams 
getting good starts from 
the pole Positions. Ten 
seconds or so later the 
smaller class got away, 
with Nicoll, Laurent and 
Hill immediately setting 
the pace — in their class 
these three continued to 
dice and swap positions for 
the duration of the race, 
with Laurent finishing 
ahead of Hill and then 
Nicoll. In the open class 
Williams had the better of 
Crosby for a short while, 
although it appeared that 
Corsby was pacing himself 
against Williams. There 
was much speculation on 
tactics regarding fuel and 
pit-stops — Crosby had 
psyched everyone into 
believing that the —Z1 
needed a gas stop (in fact 
he refuelled on the last lap) 
and Glen Williams had 
made a great show of 
Chilling his petrol to reduce 
the volume and perhaps go 
the whole distance on one 
tank (!?). After five laps, 
the leading two riders were 
among the _ tall-enders. 
Rhys Jones of TV2 on a 
Yamaha RD350 was among 
them — the result of a 
“Telethon” Challenge from 
the Auckland Motorcycle 
Club. 

About a half an hour into 
the race there was an 
incident at Castrol, and 
Crosby got the jump on 
Williams. Using the slower 


THE BIKE WITH NO COMPOMISES 
EMBODYING THE ULTIMATE IN MECHANICS, DRIVING COMFORT AND SAFETY FULL PRICE $2175. DEP: $1305, WEEKLY $19.30. 


TOURING: THE SUZUKI 


GT550 FULL PRICE $1750 
GT380 FULL PRICE $1425 


RE5 THE ULTIMATE IN GRAND TOURING 


FUL! PRICE $2599 


traffic as blocks Crosby 
opened up a lead of about 
15 seconds. After 40 
minutes he lapped Collison 
who was holding fourth 
place behind Freeth. A 
further incident at Castrol 
necessitated the ambu- 
lance and Willlams display- 
ed good tactical thinking 
by making his fuel-stop 
while the whole fleld was 
slowed. Crosby lapped 
Freeth after three-quarters 
of an hour, leaving only 
Williams on the same lap 
as himself. Three or four 
further incidents at Castrol, 
one of them when Alan 
Collison crashed and 
required attention tested 
the flag-marshalling and 
face control. 


The under 400 class at 
this stage was still alive 
with action, only Inches 
separating Hill, Laurent 
and Nicoll. Crosby, who 
had been waving frantically 
at his pit-crew about an 
apparently empty gas-tank, 
made a fuel stop in the 58th 
minute. He took on very 
little gas and maintained 
his lead. It was an exciting 


race, alive with tactics, 
hard racing, and a few 
incidents throughout. 


Crosby hopes to go to 
Australia to get first-hand 
information on pit proced- 
ures etc before the Castrol 
6 hour race here, which he 
will probably ride straight 
through with no relief rider. 
Watch out Ginger Molloy! 


‘The Castrol One Hour production race gets under way, with Graeme Crosby, number 54, already blasting to the front. 


RESULTS: 

NZ Junior (350cc) TT 

M.Baylis, Yamaha TZ 350, 1; 
M.Vinsen, Yamaha TZ 350, 2; 
G.Boote, Yamaha TZ 350, 3. 
Castrol Classic: -J.Woodley, 
Suzuki 750, 1; T.Discombe, 
Yamaha TZ 700, 2; K.Fletcher, 
Yamaha TZ 700, 3, Geoff Perry 
Memorial Trophy (500cc): Wood- 
ley, Suzuki TR 500, 1; Baylis, 
2 Vinsen, 3. One Hour Product- 
jon TT (Open): G.Crosby, 
Kawasaki ZI 900, 1, G.Williams, 
Kawasaki H2 750, 2; R.Freeth, 
Kawasaki H2 750, 3. (400cc) - 
P.Nicoll, Yamaha RD 350, 1; 
M.Hill, Yamaha RD 350, 2; 
S.Laurent, Yamaha RD 350, 3. 
Open Racing Event: Fletcher, 1; 
Discombe, 2; G.Molloy, Kawas- 
aki H2R 750, 3. Open Group B: 
N.MacDonald, Honda 836, 1; 
W.Kittney, Kawasaki H2 750, 2; 
B.McAslin, Kawasaki H2 750, 3. 
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LET SUZUKI BLOW YOUR MIND 


SEE YOUR LOCAL SUZUKI DEALER NOW. FOR SALES SERVICE AND SPARES 


Perey Coleman (Wholesale) Ltd. warcavus, unvo, 


Suzuki engineers seem to have » great talent for improv- 
ing already good machines. Rather than assault the market 


every few months with some entirely new model, 


they 


prefer to concentrate their efforts on one already in exist- 


ence. It is almost a” 


An obvious example of 
this is the mighty GT750 
water-cooled triple, which 
made its first appearance in 


New Zealand nearly four 
years ago. Al the time, it 
was 4 fantastic bike — the 


first water-cooled roadster 
from Japan and 4 tourer par 
excellence. The blaze of 
publicity which heralded its 
arrival was not unjustified 

It was, so (Mey sald, a 
feal enthusiast’s bike. But 


‘don't scrap something successful for 
something that might prove better” 
must pay handsome dividends. 


policy and one which 


subsequent sales proved 
that it was much more than 
this and if it is not yet quite 
pied as a common 
place run-of-the-mill 750, it 
is getting close to it. The 
technology of the machine 
considered almost 
oul of this world, is now 
taken for granted. And the 
improvements made since 
its Introduction have in- 
creased its appeal enorm- 
ously 


once 


eee GT750L, which Is the 
current model on the show- 


room floors, has trans- 
formed Suzuki's “water 
bus” from a two-wheel 
limousine (0 @& superd 
Sports tourer. Among the 
which have 

. this about are 
erations to the frame, 
suspension and the 
height of the mufflers 
Anda, of course, the splen- 
did hydraulic double disc at 
the front provides braking 


to match the not inconsid- 
erable power of the three- 
cylinder, two-stroke motor 


IMPROVED HANDLING 


The feeling of bulk — so 
great with the earlier 
mples = has dis- 
peared, although the 
machine is obviously no 
smaller. Any savings in 
weight which might have 
been made by, say, the 
elimination of the radiator 
cooling fan, are inconse- 
quential. At 507 ibs, this Is 
no light-weight. Yet there 
5 a lively feeling aboul the 
“L” model, it is much more 
versatile and the general 
handling is much 
mproved. This has all been 

without the 
Geterioration in 
touring 


slightest 
the admirable 
Qualities which made the 


original 
sLccess. 

The seating position 
remains comfortable, the 
engine Is very quiet and 


GT7S0 such a 


Practically free of vibration 
and the power is progress- 


we and 
control 
With a machine of this 
size, any owner will 
Probably be wanting to 
Carry & passenger at least 


very easy to 


some of the time. They say 
that two can live as cheap 
as one and in the case of 
the big Suzuki two can ride 
as cheaply as one. 

After taking delivery of 
the machine from Tommy's 
Suzuki Centre in Christ- 


4 Above: Suzuki's ‘waterbus’ - a sup- 
eb, comfortable sports tourer. 


- the suburbs. 


S| our tester cast his 
beady eye around looking 
for some poor unfortunate 
to take the role of passen- 
ger. After a lot of fast 
talking — “it's safer than 
taking you out in a car; you 
can't get up to much 
mischief on the pillion seat 
of a motor-cycle"’ — 
Christchurch secretary 
Lynda Wasley agreed to put 
her life in his hands, 

So, suitably attired, they 
set off on a jaunt around 
The Suzuki 
handled this extra load 
(about Eades as if it 
wasn't there. In fact, the 
pilot had to continually 
look behind to see if poor 
Lynda was still there. She 
was, hanging on grimly to 
the rear grab rail and grind- 
ing her teeth. 

Even with two up, it Is 
very easy to rocket way 
above the legal limits. 
Turning around every few 
miles and shouting: “Is 
that cop following us”, 
would have been a little 
disquieting to the most 
intrepid back seat traveller. 
But Lynda didn't turn a 
single blond hair under- 
neath her bright blue crash 
hat. At the end of it all, 
when | started apologising, 
she just laughed and said it 
was great... “just like old 
times." Makes you wonder, 
doesn't it? 

There was no vibration at 
all coming through the bar, 
she said in an astonished 
voice afterwards. Further 
enquiry revealed that 
previous back seat rides 
had been restricted to 
English bikes. 


COMFORTABLE TOURING 
Quite seriously, the per- 
formance of the Suzuk! was 


totally unimpaired by the 
passenger. The handling 
femained sure, there was 
no wallowing or any stra-: 
nge activities set up by the 
suspension. The bike 
handled just the same as it 
did without a passenger. 
Fuel consumption might 
have increased slightly — 
the test ride was not long 
enough to determine this. 
— but the bike had so 
much in hand that it is 
doubtful if there would 
have been any appreciable 
change. 

For two-up touring, it 
would be difficult to find a 
more sultable machine. 
Two could travel long 
distances on it in consid- 


Above: The three-cylinder, water- 
soled two-stroke motor never gets 
flustered. 


erable comfort at the 
maximum legal limits. 
Many of the bikes we test 


are brand new, straight out 
of the crate, and this does 
to a degree inhibit testing. 
But the GT750Lprovided by 
Tommy's already had 8000 
miles on the clock and this 
enabled a thorough exam- 
ination. The limits of 
engine power and tyre 
adhesion could be exploit- 
ed in the knowledge that at 
least we weren't going to 
write off a brand new bike. 

In spite of its mileage, 
the test bike was practic- 
ally impossible to tell apart 
from a new one. It was 
spotless and the engine ran 
like a Swiss watch. When 
you consider that some 
bikes have been known to 
be in need of urgent mech- 


anical attention long before 
this, the condition of the 
Suzuki was most impress- 
ive. It Is clearly a machine 
which will pass the test of 

Cont on Py 10 


9 


Cont From Pg 9 
both time and travel. 


REDUCED HORSEPOWER 

Oddly enough, the 738cc 
power unit now produces 
65 brake horsepower at 
6500 rpm, which is two 
down on the figure claimed 
for the original model. 
However, the gearing is 
admirably suited to this. 


The difference in ratio 
between the first and 
second gears is perhaps a 
little too great. 


It is difficult to change 
up into second without an 
annoying clunk from the 
transmission. Otherwise, 
the five-speed unit is very 
smooth and racing changes 
on it are child's play. 
Changes up and down can 
be made without using the 
clutch simply by matching 
the engine speed to the 
gear required. 

The low bottom gear will 
appeal to those who take 
pride in their speed off the 
mark at traffic lights — 
people who are the life- 
blood of the tyre industry. 
Very fast starts, indeed, are 
possible. 

The big Suzuki can cover 
a standing-start quarter 
mile in less than 14 sec, 
which is quite Impressive 
considering the consider- 
able dry weight.Top speed 
is claimed to be as high as 
120mph, although the 
engine would be just about 
screaming out of its cradle 
if this was possible with 
the present gearing. 

It cannot be emphasised 
too greatly that the engine 


cf the Suzuki is in a very 
modest state of tune. It 
does not have the raw 
power and performance of 
some of its rivals but Its 
smoothness and relaxed 
way of tackling any task 
provide it with enormous 
attractiveness. Irrespective 
of how hard a rider forces 
on, the water-cooled triple 
Is unlikely to show any 
signs of strain. 


RACING CONNECTIONS. 

If you want more power, 
the engine is_ strong 
enough to stand quite 
severe modifying. After all, 
the 180mph TR750 Suzuki 
racers are powered by 
engines derived from the 
tourer. And they put out 
something between 80 and 
100 bhp. They are reliable, 
too. 

But, as it is, the roadster 
engine is plenty powerful 
enough to give most riders 
all the thrills they need, as 
well as doing the job for 
which it is intended. The 
spread of torque Is 
excellent — that’s some- 
thing the racing version 
doesn’t have. There is no 
need to play a tune on the 
gear lever to keep the motor 
on the boil (pardon the 
expression). 

It will actually pull away 
in top from as low as 1000 
rpm (less than 20mph) 
without snatch, although 
the useable power does not 
come in until the engine 
speed exceeds 2000 rpm. 
The rev counter is red lined 
at 7000 rpm — a relatively 
low speed which is another 


thing which points towards 
a long life. 

The water-cooling is very 
efficient. The absence of 
the automatic electric cool- 
ing fan, fitted to the 
original model, has not 
made one bit of difference 
to its efficiency. During the 
test period, some of it quite 
hard, involving a lot of hill 
work, the needle on the 
temperature gauge hardly 
wavered from the normal. 

One small additional 
gain from the water-cooling 
is the elimination of finning 
from the top of the cylinder 
head. The spark plugs are 
easily accessible, perched 
as they are on top of the 
cylinders. The central one 
is vertical and the outside 
two are inclined slightly to 
allow for the off-centre 
location of transfer and 
exhaust ports. With the 
need for water passages 
between each pot, there is 
no room for conventional 
transfer port siting. 

The plugs are fired by a 
battery-coil system with 
the three contact breakers 
sited around their own little 
camshaft on the left-hand 
side. 


RECYCLE INJECTION 


SYSTEM 
For environmentalists, 
the most impressive 


feature of the Suzuki will be 
its recycle injection system 
which almost entirely elim- 
inates the traditional blue 
haze produced by 
two-stroke engines. Even 
under severe loading, there 
was not a wisp of smoke 


from the exhaust pipes of 

est bike. 
tes recycle injection 
system works something 
like this — and It really 
does work! Excess oil in 
each crankcase is fed to the 
transfer area of another 
cylinder, one feeding to 
three, two to one and three 
to two. This takes advant- 
age of differing pressures 
in the areas to feed the oil 
through one-way valves to 
the cylinder which Is on the 
point of transferring charge 
to the combustion 
chamber. 

But the biggest riding 
advantage is derived from 
the raising of the exhaust 
mufflers. No longer does 
the undercarriage scrape 
whenever the machine is 
cranked over. It can still be 
done, but it takes a more 
determined rider with 
plenty of nerve to do it. 

Stopping power, as 
mentioned earlier, is pro- 
vided by two very efficient 
hydraulically operated 
discs at the front. These 
were given a tough time 
during the test and came 
through ~——-with colours 
flying. Panic stops, often 
downhill, were made time 
and again without any 
suggestion of fade. 

The improvement over 
the original four leading 
shoe drum is considerable. 
The rear brake is of the 
conventional internal 
expanding shoe variety and 
is perfectly adequate. 

The conventional slide- 
needle carburettors have 
been replaced by Mikuni- 


WAT JAIQT £ 
Solex CV types. instead or» 
having a throttle cable 
splitting Into three at a 
junction box, a two-cable 
push-pull system Is now 
used. This operates 
through a bell crank and a 
linkage to all three carbur- 
ettors. 

Other changes Include a 
new instrument panel (with 
electronic gear indicator), a 
new radiator grill and new 
slide panels. The mufflers, 
as well as being raised, are 
also of an improved design 
However, the four-muffler 
concept Is retained with the 
outside pipes carrying 
away the exhaust gases 
from the outside cylinders 
and the smaller inside pair 
doing the same for the 
centre cylinder. 


Specifications of the 
Suzuki GT750L are:- Maxi- 
mum: speed, 184-192 kph 
(115-120 mph); maximum 


horsepower, 65 at 6500 
rpm; engine, two-stroke, 
liquid-cooled, aluminium 


three-cylinder; piston dis- 
placement 738cc (45 cu. 
in); transmission,  five- 
speed constant mesh; fuel 
Capacity, 17 litres (3.7 
gallons); lubrication, auto- 
matic; starting, electric 
and kick; overall length, 
2215 mm (87.2in); overall 
width, 865mm (34in); over- 
all height, 1125mm (44.3in) 
wheelbase, 1470mm 
(57.8in); ground clearance, 
140mm (5.5in); tyres, 3.25- 
19 4PR and 4.00-18 
4PR rear; dry weight, 
230kg (507!b): 
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of the calibre of Power and 
Paul Symons could not mas- 
ter the majority of sections. 
As an indication of the 
degree of difficulty, the 


C.D. TRIAL TAKES HEAVY TOLL 


Hawkes Bay. 


Wellington's Greg Power 
The organisers made the 


(Yamaha TY 250) repulsed 


course became obvious and 
many riders, including 
Warwick Young on the new 
Kawasaki KT 250, loaded 
their bikes back onto their 
trailers and went home. 


employed to great benefit 
for the trial. x 
RESULTS: 


AGRADE: G.Power, Yamaha, 
164 points lost, 1; D. Turnbull, 


mistake of marking out 
difficult sections on steep 
grassy hillsides for the trial 


a determined challenge 
from Denny Turnbull 


maximum possible points 
loss was 240 - and winner 
Greg Power lost 164! 


(Ossa) to win the fourth 
round of the Central 
Districts trials champion- 
ship at Onga Onga, Central 


WORLD 
NEWS 
WIRE 


World road race champ- 
jons Giacomo Agostini 
(500cc, Yamaha), Johnny’ 
Cecotto (350cc, Yamaha), 
Walter Villa (250cc, Harley 
Davidson) and Paulo Pileri 
(125cc, Morbidelli) have all 
been signed to race at the 
Australian TT at Phillip 
Island on February 8 next _ 
year. 

The organisers of the event 
have taken on a professional 
promoter to publicise the 
meeting, which will see the 
greatest line up of riders 
ever to be seen in Australia. 
More than 20,000 spectators 
are expected to watch the 
racing and it is hoped to 
keep the cost of entry down 
to $5, 


Tempers became frayed 
shortly after the start 
when the nature of the 


which resulted in the 
scene resembling a battle- 
field at times. Even riders 


revor T. McCleeroff . . . the slowest road-racer in the 
eens of the sport. The man of whom Agostini, Mike 
Hailwood, Phil Read and Keith Turner, once said. . . 
“Who?” 
was really slow. It was at the Spanish Grand 
Pa aaevoniveare ago that he truly excelled himself. In the 
final race of the day, he was still circulating the course 
three hours after the chequered flag had fallen to 
Giacomo Agostini.’ Agostini's fastest lap of the day was 
402.67 mph on the three cylinder M.V. McCleeroff's 
fastest effort was 12.83 mph. Early the next day, an 
official flagged down the human sloth . . . he'd been 
going for fourteen hours after the race's conclusion. But 
‘Trevor T. McCleeroff was indignant . . . he was a true 
road:!acer, he claimed . . . and the race had to be 
completed. He still had three laps to go. 


He never ran to bump start his bike . . . he preferred to 
wait for a gust of wind, or a shunt from a machine behind 
him. He retired two years after that effort, after falling off 
in the main straight at Monza. Many claimed he toppled 
off. The reason for his snail pace in all his races was 
discovered when he spoke to three mechanics who 
purchased his machine. It seems no one had ever 
bothered to tell Trevor McCleeroff that hls machine had 
four other gears besides first. Remember Trevor T. 
McCleeroff. 

Few people remember Kelly Nakkar. No doubt the name 
eludes you, as it did me until | began to explore old 


Ossa, 168, 2; P.Lintott, Yamaha, 
182, 3; K.Pinfold, Ossa, 188, 4; 
C.Derwin, Bultaco, 193, 5; 

B GRADE: P: Ashton, 135, 1; 
LWatts and S.Older, 149, 2 
equal, o.Poad, 150, 4. 


The conditions were 
particularly galling to those 
Present as a rocky stream 
which passed through the 
venue could have been 


ROAD RACERS YOU PROBABLY FORGOT 


AND WHO COULD REALLY BLAME YOU by Roger Moroney 


reports and articles on World Championship racing of 
sixteen years ago. Nakkar became famous after only one 
year on Gilera Fours. | should say infamous. Tragically, 
he was killed at the 1959 Belgian Grand Prix, when the 
fish paste sandwich he was eating slipped out of his 
hand. In his effort to retrieve it from one of the 
bell-mouths, he slipped off the cushion he was sitting on. 
The tactics this. man used to win a race will never be 
forgotten. It was John Surtees who discovered during a 
race that his leathers contained ants. Geoff Duke was a 
victim of glue on the gloves . . . and fiery Itallan rider 
Roberto Venturi found to his horror that the ‘friendly’ cup 
of tea the English rider with the funny name had given 
him . . . contained laxatives. A bill for a new set of 
leathers and a re-covered seat, was forwarded to Nakkar. 
The most celebrated incident he Indulged in, was the. 
Dutch in ‘58,Nakkar actually lapped the entire fleld by 
scaring them to stalling speeds by violently swerving all 
over the track for the duration of the race. The following 
hue and cry echoed throughout the road-racing world... 
for Nakkar claimed that a group of riders had sabotaged 
his bike by twisting the rear shocks. He displayed the 
bent rear arm and struts to the F.I.M. Inquiry committee . 
. . and then freaked everyone by laying charges against 
the entire field. Nakkar was a rogue, but got away with it 
after the Committee awarded him the race . . . providing 
he dropped the charges. Genius is the only word for the 
way he got away with anything illegal. Remember Kelly 
Randolph Nakkar. 


VERSATILE ROBERTS 
MAKES HISTORY 

* American Yamaha rider 
Kenny Roberts, although 
Josing-his-number. one plate 
to Harley.Davidson's Gary 
Scott this season, has made 
history by becoming the first 
rider to’win every type of 
event in the AMA series in 
one season. Roberts 
achieved this by winning the 
Ascot Park Half-Mile event 
in Gardena, the second-to- 
last round of the series. 
The last round was the 
Ontario road race, which 
Roberts also won. 


SHEENE BREAKS LEG 
British road race hero 
Barry Sheene broke his leg 
recently when he stepped off 
the back of the trials bike on 
which he was performing 
demonstration wheelies at a 
Cadwell Park meeting. 
Doctors believe Sheene actua- 
. lly did the damage during the 
‘Race of the Year’, when his 
leg received a hard knock, 
and that stepping off the 
trials bike was just the 
straw on the camel's back. 
Sheene is expected to be rac- 
ing again in a few weeks. 


50th ISDT BEGINS IN 
1.0.M. 

The 50th International 
Six Days Trial began in the 
Isle of Man on October 13 
witha record 300 riders 
taking part. y 

A new scoring system, 
based on the recommendat- 
ions of the 1974 FIM 
congress and following the ! 
pattern of the European 
Two Day championships 
has been introduced this 
year. Under this system, 
One system of marking is 
used for both the overall 
time schedule and the special 
tests, | 


The bike feels as if it's a part of 
you — the motor's running like 
a dream — lean into the curve. Great, 
here's a straight 

Spark plugs? You wouldn't give 
them a thought — but they're 
there — working flat-out: Tough AC 
; Spark Plugs can take it 


Tough AG Spark Plugs keep a bike goin 
when the pressure'’s really on 


A 
u 
Ad 


Parls and Accessories Division of General Motors New Zealand Limited. 


AC Spark Plugs are built tough, — 
tough to take hours of motoring 
at peak reys in all conditions. 

And a well tuned bike with the 
right kind of spark plugs can 
help save fuel too. So fit AC — there 
a AC Spark Plugs to suit every 

Ke. 


keeps you going 
whon the going’s tough 
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HONDA SPARES 
For All Models up to 100cc 
Prompt Mail Order Service 

RONNIE MOORE 

843 Colombo Street Christchurch} 

Telephone 50182 


eooeoecen 


Prompt Mail Order Service 
Largest Spares stocks in the 
South fsland, 

NORJO MOTORS 
239 Riccarton Rd Christchurch 4 
Telephone 43-493 L.M.V.D. 


LEN 
SHAILER 
LTD 


All Motor Upholstery 


MOTOR CYCLE SEATS 
A SPECIALITY 
ALSO ALL CANVAS 
WORK 
191 ALBERT ST. 
P.O. BOX 5 
PALMERSTON NORTH 
PHONE 79-088 
After Hours 77-421 and 26-545" 


DON'T CHUCK YOUR HONDA 
CR BARRELL AWAY. 


Wo have 2nd 3rd and 4th oversize 
‘complete Wiseco Piston and Ring 
cots. 


CR125 «$42.27 
CR250 $49.05 
SAVE MORE THAN $40.00 AND 
INCREASE PERFORMANCE. 
Romittancs with order. 
‘Spare Rings in Stock. 
H.B. MOTOR CYCLES 
LTD 
MUNROE STREET 
NAPIER Phone 54205 


173 GREAT SOUTH ROAD, 
GREENLANE, AUCKLAND 


Phone 548159 
NZ distributor for 


Try us for... 
HARD TO GET PARTS 
SPEEDWAY J.A.P. SPARES 
VILLIERS SPARES (including 


new engines) 
HOBBY SCOOTER PARTS 
belts) 


AMC SPARES UP TO 1064 

NORTON COMMANDO NEW 

AND USED SPARES 

VINCENT SPARES — NEW 

ZEALAND DISTRIBUTOR 
ALSO 


SUZUKI AND HONDA SPARES 
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The development of motorcycle components often Seems 
to proceed in a stop-go manner, with long periods of in- 


activity being followed by 


sudden enthusiasm for altering 


some part or other of the bike. Such a rapid development 
period seems to be going on at present, judging by the sae 
of rear suspension alterations appearing on machines from 


all fields of motor cycle sport. 
Some of the home-grown- 


modifications look a little 
less than sound in concept. 
This has prompted the 
author to make a few 
calculations, draw a few 
graphs and present his 
thoughts on the matter 
with special application to 
the relatively slow moving 
suspension systems of 
trials machines. However, 
much of the information is 
applicable to other types of 
motorcycles. In this article 
| concern myself only with 
the two modifications 
within the capabilities of 
the average rider — namely 
the inclination of the rear 
suspension units, _ and 
moving the units forward 
along the swinging arm. 


ADVANTAGES 

Firstly, it is worth asking 
what do either of these 
modifications achieve? 
Briefly, there are two 
advantages. 1. For a given 
length of damper travel (or 
coil spring deflection, 
depending on which Is the 
limiting factor) the rear 
wheel can move further 
before bottoming occurs; 
and 2. The force required to 
move the back wheel .a 
given distance (the 
suspension “stiffness") 
and the resistance to rapid 
movement ("damping") are 
both reduced. 

Obviously, the second 
effect may not be an 
advantage but by suitably 
changing the spring rates 
and/or the damping this 
can be adjusted independ- 
ently of the suspension 
unit position. 

However, the softer sus- 
pension and _ increased 
movement can be used to 
advantage in increasing the 
downward movement of the 
back wheel, without greatly 
altering the upward range. 
Then the combined weight 
of the rider and machine 
settles the springs to a 
formal running position. 
When the machine is 
thrown upwards, as by 
bumps on rutted climbs, 
for example, the back 
wheel tends to follow the 
ground because it can 
move further downwards. 
The advantages in main- 
taining drive and traction 
are clear. 


DISADVANTAGES 
This is not to say there 
will be no disadvantages, 
For example, it may be 
more difficult to ensure the 
fear wheel clears the bank 


on the opposite side of a 
rut that the bike is required 
to leap. Or the increased 
downward movement may 


affect the handling, on 
steep descents. 
Now let's look at the 
y 
i 
4 


STATIC Position 


n easily check the 
measurements on my own 
model but also because the 
layout Is typical of modern 
trials practice. (The 
Yamaha TY250 has almost 
identical dimensions, for 
example). 

In figure (1) the force v 
wheel movement for units 
inclined at various angles 
is shown. Similarly in 
figure (2), the force v move- 
ment for units at different 
positions on the swinging 
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FIG 1 RESTORING FORCE vs 


Toe WEE Povemanr: Cueves) 


WHEEL 


MOVEMENT, INCLINED SUSPENSION 
UNITS. (mx x oss) 


Wranene pO 


Race 


> Force 


> SHEED MOVEMENT (iwcres) 


FIG 2 RESTORING Force vs WHEEL 
MOVEMENT, FORWARD MOUNTED 
SUSPENSION UNITS (mK x O8sa) 


variations in the force tend- 
ing to push the wheel back 
to the original position 
(restoring force) and the 
actual wheel movement. 

| have used as my 
example the rear suspens- 
lon of a Mark 1 Ossa trials 
machine, partly because | 


fvneee 

Pevemeur 

arm is plotted. (See the 
sketch under graphs for ex- 
planation of the plotted 
curves). 


“PROGRESSIVE” 
SUSPENSION 
Looking at the standard 
position (60 degrees incline 


BY K.F. HOSKING 


and 1¥2" from axle to lower 
pivot point) It can be seen 
that there Is an Increasing 
rate of resistance the furth- 
er the wheel moves. This 
(the so called “progressive” 
suspension) is desirable to 
rapidly absorb wheel move- 
ments and prevent bottom- 
ing. 

If the restoring force of a 
simple spring were to be 
plotted on the graph 
(dotted line) it would have 
very nearly a straight line 
characteristic. The 
“progressive” suspension 
effect is a product of the 
system. geometry (and, 
sometimes, of the multi- 
rate springs commonly 
used). The effects of 
differing geometries — are 
shown in the other curves. 
With relatively small differ- 
ences (e.g. two to three 
inches movement of the 
suspension unit, or 10 to15 
degrees of further inclin- 
ation) only a little of the 
rate of increase of resist- 
ance is lost 

However, with more 
radical changes the rate of 
increase of resistance 
diminishes and, past a 
critical point (about. 38 
degrees or 6 inches for the 
Ossa) it actually reverses. 

The short horizontal line 
near the staft of the curves 
Is the static force line, fora 
rider of normal weight, 
seated on his machine. 
Where this line crosses the 
other curves the static 
spring deflection can be 
found. rs 

Comparison of inclined 
unit characteristics with 
those of vertical units 
shows that there is very 
little difference in 
behaviour, provided the 
critical points are not pass- 
ed in either case. 

There are some practical 
considerations however. 
Inclined units experience 
more side loading which 
will result in more rapid 
Wear than vertical units. 
Conversely, the vertical 
unit system is taller than 
inclined unit suspension, 
with a consequently higher 
centre of gravity. 

What, then, are the 
Manufacturers doing? It 
seems opinion is divided as 
to which system is prefer- 
able. Ossa (whose standard 
Mark 2 system has the 
units mounted nearly two 
and a half inches ahead of 
the axle) has used forward 
Mounting on its works 
machines. Yamaha and 
Montesa have favoured the 
Inclined system. 

It would seem that the 
average rider would find the 
forward mounting modif- 
\cation a great deal more 
straightforward on most 
machines, When It is con- 
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In this column, former double world speedway champion 
and multiple New Zealand title-winner RONNIE MOORE 
keeps NZMCN readers in touch-with events at home’ and 
abroad 


Among some interesting phone calls I’ve been having from 
England recently has been one from Ivan Mauger. Ivan was 
pretty disappointed that he didn’t do better in the World 
Speedway Championships but it appeared to me that he was 
even more disappointed about not winning the Long Track 


allocated. But until the 
matter is decided upon 
definitely I’d better not say 
what these are, 

And what else have we 
got for this season? Well, 
we have a three-match test 
series with the English : 
touring team. Then there is 
the chance of a test series 
with Australia. Of course, 
there is also the |van Mauger/ 
Barry Briggs Troupe, which 
will include World Champ- 
ion Ole Olsen and, hopeful- 
ly, English, American, 
Czech and Russian riders. | 
have also been approached 
to bring out an American 
team. Boy, it seems to me 
it’s going to be a helluva 
good season! 


ENGLISH WORLD TEAM 
CUP VICTORY 


England won its third 


successive World Team 
Speedway Cup in Norden, 
West Germany. The four- 
man team of Peter Collins, 
Martin Ashby, Malcolm 
Simmonds and John Louis 
totalled 41 points while a 
surprise second place went 
to Russia with 29 points. 
Sweden earned 17 points 
and Poland 9. It’s good to 
see the English team going 
well - once upon a time the 
British team comprised 
Mauger, Briggs, Moore, (NZ), 
Airey (Australia) and Ray 
Wilson of England. 


BRITISH LEAGUE 
The British League is in 
quite an interesting state at 
the time of writing. With 
each team having to do 32 

meetings, Newport and 
Ipswich were at the top of 
the table with 45 points 


each from 30 meetings.~ 
Belle Vue follow with 40 
points but they have three 
meetings in hand over the 
leading pair. Swindon are 
sitting on the bottom with 
12 points from 31 meetings. 
A big fuss is being made 
in England at the moment 
because an Englishman, 
John Louis, finished in the 
first three in the World 
Championships. The last 
time this happened was in 
1962. Fair enough, but. 
consider for a moment the 
record of the city of 
Christchurch, New Zealand. 
Christchurch has been the 
only city in New Zealand 
to have a representative on 
the championship dais and 
between 1953 and 1974 
there was at least. qne up 
there every year with the 
exceptions of 1961 and 1965. 


All Marks and Designs Protected 


THE BAIER BIKINI 


world championships at Gornja, Radgona, Yugoslavia. 


Ivan hascompeted in 17 
long track meetings this year, 
winning 14 of them, having 
bike trouble in two and los- 
ing only one. = 

For those who do not 
know about long track, | 
should explain that it is 
basically the same as a 
speedway track but is 
usually 1000 metres in 
length. Speeds vary accord- 
ing to the track but many 
are lapped at more than 
100 mph. One|! raced on 
in Norway back in the 
“50's had a 110 mph lap 
“record: 

As you will know by now, 
Egon Muller, a 25-year old 
night club owner from 
Kiel, North Germany, retain- 
ed his Long Track title on 
his super-fast British-made 
JAP. In his first ride he 
only managed third place 
behind World Speedway 
champion Ole Olsen and 
former European Long 
Track champion Don God- 
den. But he was quite 
satisfied to finish ahead of 
the man he feared most - 
Ivan Mauger, on the works 
Jawa. 

Ole, a former champion, 
looked like making the Long 
Track title his second world 
championship within a 
week. He won his next 
heat and was leading his 
third when the race was 
stopped_because of an 
accident. In the rerun, Ole 
got a bad srart but finally 
worked his way through to 
second place. 

Muller had in the mean- 
time been winning his races 
and Ivan, after swapping to 
a three year old bike, had 
chalked up a win. Barry 
Briggs had been going very 
well, so everything hinged 


on the last race. The six 
finalists were Muller, Briggs, 
Mauger, Olsen, Betz! (West 
Germany) and Michanek. 


Muller passed Briggs going 
into the first corner. Mauger 
also squeezed passed Briggs 
but got an eyeful of 
Muller's dirt and had to 
drop to the back of the 
field. The final results 


were: Muller (West Germany) 
27 points, 1; Mauger, 22, 2; 
Olsen (Denmark), 19, 3; 
Briggs, 19, 4; Betzl, 17, 5. 

While on the subject of 
World Championships ...any 
New Zealand rider who 
wishes to enter the Kiwi 
rounds of the 1976 World 
Speedway Championships - 
with the chance of an expen- 
ses-paid trip to the Inter 
Continental final at Wembley 
Stadium, London, should - 
get their entry forms filled 
out and sent in pretty 


smartly. Entry forms will 

be going out to all speedway 
centres by the time this 
article goes to print. Even if 
you don’t think you've got 

a chance of getting anywhere, 
I suggest you enter. For one 
thing it’s an honour to ride in 
the first New Zealand World 
Championship round and 

for another you will 

receive a certificate stating 
you rode in it. 

Qualifying rounds are 
being held early in the sea- 
son because New Zealand is 
commited -to a hectic 
international season. | was 
recently at a meeting in 
Auckland:of the sub-commi- 
ttee, whose task it is to 
handle all the problems 
connected with the staging 
of these rounds, at which 
the dates and venues for 
championship rounds were 


ck champion Egon Muller (left) and John 
Louls, third in the world speedway championships. 


é-a? The top quality hand-laid quarter fairing, easily mounted on 
iz bars and headlight brackets. Cuts high speed wind buffeting. 
ae Black or white, quality finish ready for painting. Clear or 
= tinted screen. Spare screens-quick service. 
=\ With clear screen: 3 $42.95 
= Add $1.50 for smoked screen. 
aaa | Write for details: Blade guards and seat unit 
— 
Jig-welded precision. EXHAUST SYSTEMS. 
Honda 500 4-1 pipes (less silencer) black: $69.95, 
chrome $79.95, 
4-1, 1 piece header 750 black only: $99.9! 
4-2, 500/750 less silencers, chrome $67.95 
Triumph 2-1 1 piece header, black only $89.95 
Silencers: Annular discharge chrome $18.95 
Tapered Meg, long chrome $18.95 
Street chambers to special order, (single outlet systems exit 
on right side) State model 


THE BAIER MKII CYCLE ALARM UNIT 


Self contained. Key operated. Mounts on no plate hracket. 
When unauthorized interference occurs, and obtrusively 
loud warning signals until the unit is turned off with your 
security key. Unobtrusive when mounted, but tamper 
resistant. Heavy duty case, 

Supplied with 2 keys, and 

service, test, and adjustment data. 


THE BAIER COOLER 
Protect your motor from high temperature wear. 
For dry sump 4 strokes. 
Clamps to downtubes, easily mounted, kit inc. 
Compact - 11%” x 3” x 1%” 
35 feet of finning for maximum cooling. 
Flared connectors for positive sealing. 
With polished grill 
All matt black 


$49.95 
$47.95 


THE BIKE TENT 

The best fitted cycle cover. 
The best is expensive. 
Bright orange, tearproof, waterproof, rotproof, fadeproof, 
eyelets provided on lower edge for tying down. Folds up 
compactly. 

Keep you paint and chrome shiny, etc. 
Large-up to BMW ZI, 

Small-up to 350cc, 


$19.95 
$17.95 


F ORDERING AND DELIVERY: Mail Order Cheques; allow . 
- ea = three days for clearance. 
PLEASE AND $1.25 TO ALL ORDERS FOR p&p. All orders sent insured, 
We advise you on despatch. asa vcenccccnscsccsccesceccscceces 
TO: Accessories Divn., BAIER NZ CO. 
BOX 8262, 


ORDER FORM: if cut CHRISTCHURCH. 


out, address to NAME..... 


BAIER NZ CO. 
BOX 8262, 
CHRISTCHURCH 


GUARANTEE: We want only 
sstisfied customers. If you are not, 
return it within 7 days, undamaged, 
for a full refund. S 


PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING, AS SOON AS 
POSSIBLE: 


ASK YOUR BIKESHOP FOR THE 
BARLOCK 


CASE HARDENED PROTECTION 
AGAINST JOY RIDERS 


esansnanvnssscccacescnrnnsunstevessesencennaanssesssccccanssnsssageccsnsasees © snssces 


lenclose $ ‘to cover these and 
BARLOCK — MOTOR IMPORTS: Please list colour, model, size etc sla eae 


Dealer Enquiries Welcome 


THE EAGLE STRIKES 


Your favourite dealer knows them. Tho Eagle Series Motorcycle tyres. 
For high performanco road and Motoreross work. Strike now. Ase 
your favourite dealor about Eagle Series High Performance Tyres. | 


No 11N 
AUCKLAND 


* BEST INSURANCE We challenge 
you to batter our rates. 2 


BEST FINANCE Unlimited funds 
for deals - compare our rates, wo 
know the best. 


* BEST USED BIKES You get 
6 months or 6000 miles written 
warranty 


* BEST WORKSHOP 4 Honda 
mechanics at your service 
Jowest charge out rate in 
Auckland: 


* BEST TRADE-INS Come and 
haggle a price with John or 
Will, wo enjoy bargaining. 


HONDA 
A BETTER DEAL 
FROM A 
BETTER DEALFe 


EASTERN HONDA CENTRE 
20 Jellicoe Rd Panmure 
Ph 574-723 576-721 


HIT THE CAFE SCENE 


CONVERT YOUR EXISTING MACHINE INTO 


ACLASSY CAFE RACER. 


“SPECIAL EXHAUST SYSTEMS, BIG BORE KITS, REAR- 
SETS, CLIP-ONS, FAIRINGS, CAFE SEAT TANK UNITS, 
INFACT EVERYTHING TO CONVERT YOUR MACHINE 
FROM 350cc UPWARDS 


HONDA, KAWASAKI, YAMAHA, 
SUZUKI, NORTON, TRIUMPH 


YOSHIMURA 


RaciNOG 
YOSHIMURA RACING AND STREET PARTS 


NOW AVAILABLE 


For Honda XR75, SL CB125, XL250, XL350, CB350, CB750 and 
Kawasaki 21 cams, Pistons, Carbies, Gearboxes, Cylinders, 
Exhaust pipes and Crankshaft conversions. 


*PRICE LISTS AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 
*DUNSTALL CATALOGUES $1.95 


NEW ZEALAND DISTRIBUTORS 


Kd REM 
(OLN 


P.O, BOX 1936 
WELLINGTON 


VEITCH SETS HILL CLIMB 
RECORDS 
Bill Veitch of Dunedin, 

showing the consistency 
which has given him many 
hillclimb and grass track 
titles, gave a fine display of 
riding to set a new Otago 
Motor Cycle Club 500cc 
and open hillclimb record at 
Bethunes Gully on Septem- 
ber 27. 

The meeting was billed as 
a New Zealand Open and 
South Island 350cc road 
hillclimb championship 
event, but because of a 
delay in getting out entry 
forms, it was finally run as 
aclub event. 

Veitch knocked more than 
1.5s off the previous record 
which he had set a year 
earlier. In fact, each of his 
five runs was well under the 
old time of 1m 4.69s. 

Riding his 500cc JAP 
tracker, he finally lowered 
the time to 1m 3,05s on his 
last run. 

Because of the small 
entry, club officials decided 
to let entrants have more 
than the customary three 
runs. 

In the 250cc class, Neil 
Roberts also set a new rec- 
ord with a time of 1m 4.84s 
on his Yamaha YZ 250 
while local moto cross cham- 
pion Garry Goodfellow was 
second on a Honda CR 250. 

The 350ce class was won 
by Peter Anderson ona 
Honda 350, while local 
club captain Ray Woods 
piloted his 1929 AJS7R to 
second. 

RESULTS: 

500cc and OPEN: W.Veitch 
(JAP), 1; N.Roberts (Yamaha), 
2 A.Maxwell (Yamaha), 3. 
30ce: P.Anderson (Honda), 1; 
R.Woods (AJS), 2, 250ce: N. 
Roberts 1; G.Goodfellow 2; 
K.Roberts 3, 125¢c: A.Maxvwell 
(Yamaha). 


BOOTE CONFIRMS 
LEVI'S SPONSORSHIP. 
Christchurch international 
road racer John Boote has 
confirmed that he will be 
riding under the sponsor- 


ship of Levi Strauss (NZ) 
Ltd here this summer, as 
captain of the three-man 
Levi's Racing Team. 

With his monoshock 
Yamaha TZ 750 and the 
offer of a four-cylinder 
Suzuki 500, Boote will be 
well supplied for the big 
capacity classes but he also 
intends to keep 250cc class 
riders on their toes by 
campaigning one of the 
latest 250cc Yamahas in 
this class, in an attempt to 
gain the national title 
currently held by his 
brother Gary, 


WAYWARD BUL’S 

The mystery of the miss- 
ing Bultacos appears to be 
unravelling. Palmerston 
North Bultaco importer 
Tim: Gibbes is still awaiting 
a shipment of the Spanish 
machines which he ordered 
two years ago but he now 
reports that a batch of new 


.Pursang Mark 8 moto cross- 
“ers and Alpina trail bikes is 


on its way to these shores. 
It seems that the missing 
batch of 64 bikes, compris- 
ing Sherpa trials bikes, 
Alpina trail bikes, Pursang 
moto crossers and Pursang- 
based enduro bikes, was 
eventually traced to a fish- 
ing port in Portugal. 
Enquiries were being made 
through the British embassy 
in:Spain, but following the 
recent rumpus concerning 
the execution of five Basque 
terrorists, British embassy 
staff were to be recalled to 
Britain, leaving Tim once 
more in the dark wondering 
what was happening to his 
bikes. However, just before 
this latest incident, Tim 
received word that some 
machines were on their way 
to New Zealand ona certain 
ship. Good news, but now 
he's having trouble tracing 
the ship. 


HOT HONDA CR250 

Top Auckland beach 
racer Dave Muller's Honda 
CR 250 must surely be the 
fastest of its kind in the 


country—Mu es DIS. 
own tuning and maintene 


ance and with the CR now 
running on methanol, the 
juice flows through at the 
rate of approximately a 


Ilon every five miles! 
Fhis RAED a few problems 
with longer events, such as 
the Open title which is 16 
miles in length, and he is 
likely to have to carry some- 
thing like four gallons of 
fuel on occasions. 


DONALD AND CLEEK 
S COMING 

There has still been‘no 
official vzord on which over- 
seas riders will race in the 
Marlboro Séries this season 
but according to a note 
which American Phil Mac- 
Donald, recently sent to 
Brian Lawrence, he and _ 
Randy Cleek will be coming 
over again this year. 
MacDonald and Cleek came 
to race in New Zealand for 
the first time last season. 
Cleek was one of the stars 
of the Marlboro Series and, 
in fact, was in with a chance 
to take the title until he 
suffered a puncture during 
the final round at Ruapuna. 
MacDonald wasn't so 
fortunate. He fell off while 
practicing for the Grace- 
field round, aggravating a 
shoulder injury and causing 
him to miss the opening two 
rounds. Then at Bay Park 
he fell again after a high 
speed mishap with John 
Boote, after which the young 
American returned home. 


SHAND’S OTAGO TRIALS 
SERIES 


The Otago Motor Cycle 
Club’s six-round sporting 
trial series was won by the 


defending champion, John’ 


Shand, of Mosgiel. 

At the final meeting of the 
series on October 5, Shand 
managed to score second 
place on his Ossa to give him 
the points needed to retain 
the championship. 

The final round was won 
by Alistair Gilmour, boost- 
ing his overall points score 
to 66 - just three points 
short of Shand’s total of 69. 


RESULTS: 

AGRADE: (best 5 rounds out 
of 6), - J.Shand (Ossa), 69 paints, 
1; AGilmour (Yamaha), 66, 2; 
*W.Veitch (Bultaco), 49, 3. 

B GRADE: (Best 5 out of 6) - 
D.Glenn (Suzuki), 66, 1; J, Hew- 
itson (Ossa), 45, 2; R.Gilbert 
(Yamaha), 44,3. 


aid sanb zelliM. 


R 
POOLE 


FOR SALE 

Peter Leahy’s twin front disc 
7Z350 Yamaha, very fast, ask 
Woodley, rebuilt for this season, 
with sprockets and spares. 
$2900 o.n.o Phone 874-031 
Auckland Bus. Hours, 


FOR SALE 

Honda 250 Moto cross 1974. 
Used mainly on a private farm. 
Excellent condition, $850.00 
0.n.0. Telephone 728-520 
Wellington 


FOR SALE 

1952 Ariel square four. Res., 

W.0.F. Some spares $1000. 

Write: W.Geary, 4 Bristol Ave, 
- Tauranga. Ph 63353, 

Eve, 65315. 


Cont from Pg 12 

sidered that the results will 
be much the same as 
inclining the units, and that 
the wear on the sliders will 
be less, this must be the 
recommended change. 


OWN EXPERIENCES 

Finally, | would like to 

comment on the behaviour 
of my own machine. On the 
Mark 1 Ossa (whose rear 
suspension | consider to be 
both too hard and over- 
damped in standard trim) | 
moved the units forward at 
various. times by 1% 
inches; 2% inches and 32 
inches. These positions 
gave suspension move- 
ments of 112%, 125% and 
134% of standard, and as 
the pivot point remained 
the same distance above 
the wheel as before, the 
unloaded suspension was 
Jacked up by 1 inch, 1% 
Inches and 2% inches res- 
pectively. 

After some experiment- 
ation, | settled on the 
middle position as being 
the most favourable to my 
body weight. Under normal 
conditions the riding 
height of the suspension is 
nearly the same as stand- 
ard (in fact the suspension 
settles to give only % inch 
extra jack up with the rider 
aboard). 

The advantages include 
better traction on rutted 
tracks; better wheel 
contact with rock steps, 
logs, etc. during climbs; 
and a reduction in the 
tendency for the rear wheel 
to "“chatter’ on steep 
descents. 

On the debit side | notic- 
ed a change in handling on 
Steep drops (to which I've 
since adjusted myself) and 
a reduced ability to leap 
Over ruts and ditches. 

In summary, it seems 
Clear that before altering 
the suspension on a stand- 
ard machine, It would be 
wise to calculate the 
changes in wheel position, 
stiffness of suspension etc 
for the particular machine 
under consideration. All 


bikes have some unit 
Inclination and forward 
mounting as_ standard 


Practise. Furthermore, the 
results seem to be favoured 
by some riders, while being 
disliked by others. The 
Choice Is yours, 


FOR SALE 

Yamaha TZ350cc, Spares 
include crankshaft, barrells, head, 
3 tyres $2675. A Cunningham, 

5 Budge St, Blenheim. 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki TR250 excellent condit- 
jon, disc brakes, many spares, 
$700.00, Ph 8943 Stokes Valley. 


FOR SALE 
Yamaha TR2 350, spares include, 
good barrells, clutch, sprockets 


and new pistons, 2 very good buy. 


$1050 Ph 8943. 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki TR500, Yamaha discs, 
modified frame, many extra 
modifications. Very quick, will 
trade road bike. Contact Paul 
McLachlan, Tel 882-360 
Christchurch, 


FOR SALE 

Moto Crosser, 1970 360cc 
Cheney-Greeves, Ceriani forks, 
36mm Mikuni Carbs, Greeves 

all metal clutch, spares include 
two new 380cc pistons and 
rings, coil, chains and sprockets, 
seals etc, Ready to race at $650 
o.n.o. Ph 889-691 Auckland 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki TR250 Road Racer, seen 
one meeting on reconditioned 
engine. A very quick and 
reliable machine, also many 
spares, A good buy at $900.00 
for details Ph. 63864 Hamilton. 


WANTED 


WANTED 

Urgently required one only 
TR2 Yamaha inner fork tube or 
complete fork assembly, Phone 
(collect 84758) Palm Nth. 


STOLEN 


STOLEN 

Norton Commando Interstate 
1972 (near Hastings) 12,600 mls. 
Registration 988 WY, engine and 
frame 210898. Is black with 
Dunstall exhaust system, clip ons 
and rear sets - 32mm Mikuni’s. 
Was in better than new condition. 
LARGE REWARD. 

Mike Croucher, 607 Charles St, 
Hastings. 


COMPETITION MOTORGYGLES 


MOTO - X 


SUZUKI RH250 II, only done about 10 meetings, front fork’s 
™modified, rear end has lay down Bilstein shocks, good dunlop tyres, 
this is own own bike and has been maintained regardless of cost. 


SUZUKI RN409 ail the trick lightweight parts, Roberts rear end with 
koni aircooled’s, a genuinely competitive bike $1395 cash or 


, $837 dep. 


SUZUKI M125 ‘L’, choice of two, both workshop checked and 
serviced, good all.round conditions, $695 cash or $417 dep. 


SUZUKI TM400, 73 model, very little use, trick barrell, koni foward 


mounts, $995 cash or $597 dep. 


ROAD RACERS 


YAMAHA TZ350, new cases, krober, good rubber, spare fairing, 
Seat, barrell, rings etc., $1400 under replacement cost @ $2650 cash 


‘or $1590 dep. 


SUZUKI TR750, mag wheels, rickman frame, lockhead brakes, 


krober, 34mm carbs, trick barrel and box, unreal paint job. 


YAMAHA TR2, like new, only done a few meetings in the east, 
un-used in New Zealand, geniune value for a 350 $1690 or $1014 dep. 


SUZUKI TR500, modified frame, Honda disc, TT100’s. fibre glass 


gear etc. $899 cash or $540 dep. 


TRIALS 


MONTESA COTA 247, red, one owner, fully serviced in our work- 
ship, immaculate 74 model, $945 cash or $567 dep. 


TERM'S AND TRADE INS WELCOME. 


85 MOOREHOUSE AVE. 


CHRISTCHURCH. 


PH 30066. 
L.M.V.D. 


ALL CLASSES NZ AND NORTH ISLAND 
A.C.U. CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Solo-Runs, 


$330-00 PRIZEMONEY ELIMINATOR BRACKETS 
TRAFFIC LIGHT STARTS 


ALL TWO BIKE SUDDEN DEATH RUN-OFFS 
$100-00 TOP ELIMINATOR 
RACE BIKES AND STREET BIKES CATERED FOR 
ENTER ON DAY $2.00 PER RIDER 9.00 am START: 


For Further Information 
Or Accommodation * 
Requirements Write:- 


NORTH TARANAKI MOTORCYCLE CLUB. (INC.) 
PRESENTS 
N.Z. CHAMPIONSHIP MOTORCYCLE DRAGS 


NEW PLYMOUTH 


Seer ee ceeeeee rece esses eeesaneueeeseeaseee see eeeeeaty 


N.T.M.C.C. 
P.O. BOX 510 
New Plymouth 


Se nnecsesesecsscsccessassssssscsesessssssessesssssseces 


_ SAWYER_zONDA LJ 


FOR DUNSTALL 


EQUIPMENT IN WELLINGTON 
FULL RANGE OF DUNSTALL GEAR AVAILABLE. 


ACCESSORIES. 


ALSO LARGE STOCKS OF TYRES, 


& USED PARTS FOR ALL MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES. 


LUSIUN 
SAWYER MOTORCYCLE CENTRE LTD 247 


CUBA STREET WELLINGTON. 
PHONE 51308, LMVD. 


WALKER 


400 


SL 
INDY STYLE EXTRACTOR EXHAUSTS 
HONDA 350/4 500/4 750/4 


KAWASAKI 900/4 b 
SUGGESTED RETAIL CHROME BAKED BLACK ENAMEL 


Honda 350/4 500/4 134.00 112.00 
750/4 147.00 122.09 
Kawasaki 900/4 157.00 136.00 


Phone us direct (New Plymonth 84696) for fast delivery to 
your nearest airport. 


DEALER ENQUIRIES WELCOME. 
NzDIsTRIBUTORS CALLENDER MOTORCYCLES 


(W‘SALE) LTD 2 
93 St Aubyn St, New Plymouth. 


ANNOUNCING 


PERFORMANCE 
DISC PADS 


By Hardie Ferodo 


STREET — SPORTS (S.S.) AND 
COMPETITION (C.) PADS FOR 


YAMAHA (all models) S.S. 
SUZUKI (250 to 750) S.S. 
KAWASAKI (all models) SS. $13.37, C. $17.63 
HONDA Type 1S.S. $16.26, C. $21.59 
(CB750 K1, K2, K3, K4. CB450 K3, K4) 

$16.14, C. $20.52 


$12.69, C. $16.26 
$13-37, C.$17-63 


HONDA Type 25S.S. 
(CB350, 360, 500, 550. CB450 KS, K6, K7.) 


AVAILABLE NOW POST FREE FROM 


NORTH 
WEST 
MOTORCYCLES 


Charlcott Street, 
P.O. BOX 4100, 
CHRISTCHURCH 


TRADE INQUIRIES, WELCOME. ORDER NOW 
‘CASTROL 6 HOUR’ pene 


